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Abstract

Poster art 1s an influential medium of visual communication that has consistently
strengthened the dissemination of information and public engagement across social,
cultural, educational, political, and commercial domains. Over time, the techniques of
poster production have undergone significant transformation. In the early period,
posters were entirely handmade (manual), with artistic creativity, craftsmanship, and
traditional techniques playing a central role. With the advancement of science and
information technology, digital design software, high-quality printing technologies,
and internet-based communication systems have brought remarkable changes to the
form, production process, and presentation of poster art. These developments have
not only made poster production faster, more accurate, and cost-effective but have
also introduced new dimensions to visual communication. The present research paper
aims to conduct a comparative study of manual and digital poster art in Chandigarh.
The study examines the historical development, materials, techniques, aesthetic
characteristics, visual composition, production processes, cultural significance, and
contemporary applications of both forms of poster art. Furthermore, the research
demonstrates that despite the growing influence of modern digital technologies,
handmade poster art continues to remain relevant due to its originality, cultural
1dentity, and artistic value. The findings suggest that the future of poster art will be
based on the integration of traditional artistic practices and modern digital technologies,
where hybrid approaches will establish new standards for visual communication.

Keywords: Poster Art, Manual Poster, Digital Poster, Visual Communication,
Graphic Design, Applied Art, Chandigarh, Digital Printing, Typography, Visual
Culture.

Introduction

With the evolution of human civilization, the means of communication have
continuously developed. In the early ages, ideas were communicated through cave
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paintings, symbols, and murals. Over time, the advancement of printing technology
revolutionized visual communication and led to the emergence of poster art. Poster
art soon became an effective medium for disseminating social, political, educational,
religious, and commercial information. The primary objective of any poster is to capture
the attention of the maximum number of viewers within a limited time and to present
its message in a clear, impactful, and memorable manner. To achieve this objective,
artists integrate various design elements such as imagery, colour, typography, symbols,
visual balance, and composition.

In India, the development of poster art gained significant momentum during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries with the expansion of printing technologies.
Initially, poster culture flourished through religious prints, cinema posters, and public
announcements. During the Indian freedom movement, posters became a powerful
instrument for creating public awareness and mobilizing the masses. After
independence, posters were extensively used in government campaigns, education,
healthcare, tourism, and commercial advertising. Over time, graphic design emerged
as an independent professional discipline, with poster art becoming one of its most
influential branches. Chandigarh, India’s first modern planned city, possesses a
distinctive identity owing to its architecture, visual culture, and artistic traditions.
The city’s graphic arts, sign painting, handmade posters, screen printing, and
contemporary digital design have significantly enriched its cultural landscape.
Government institutions, universities, cultural organizations, art colleges, and private
advertising agencies have continuously contributed to the development of poster art.
Today, Chandigarh has become an important centre for digital design and contemporary
visual communication, where both traditional and modern forms of poster art coexist.

This study not only presents an account of technological transformation but also
analyses how changing social needs, globalization, information technology, and digital
media have influenced the structure, production processes, and cultural role of poster
art. Therefore, a comparative study of manual and digital poster art is essential for
understanding the evolution of contemporary graphic design.

Need of the Study

In the contemporary era, the importance of visual communication has increased
significantly. The rapid expansion of social media, digital advertising, online education,
e-governance, and multimedia communication has fundamentally transformed the
nature of poster art. Today, most posters are created using digital technologies, while
handmade posters are gradually becoming less common. As a result, traditional poster-
making techniques, local craftsmanship, and the original working styles of artists are
facing the risk of extinction. Under these circumstances, it is essential to undertake a
comparative study of both manual and digital poster art in order to understand their
respective strengths, limitations, and cultural significance.

This study is particularly relevant in a modern city like Chandigarh, where tradition
and modernity coexist in a remarkable way. On one hand, government art institutions
continue to provide education in traditional artistic practices, while on the other hand,
the digital design industry is expanding rapidly. Therefore, Chandigarh serves as an
appropriate case study for understanding the broader trends in the evolution of poster
art in India.

Objectives of the Study

The primary objective of this research is to conduct a comparative study of manual
and digital poster art in Chandigarh. The specific objectives of the study are as follows:
* To examine the historical development of poster art in Chandigarh.
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* To conduct a comparative analysis of manual and digital poster-making techniques.

* To study the visual characteristics, colour schemes, typography, and composition of both
media.

* To evaluate the cultural and social contributions of poster art.

* To analyse the transformations brought about by contemporary digital technologies.

* To explore the future prospects of hybrid poster art.

Historical Development of Poster Art in Chandigarh

The development of poster art in Chandigarh began with the establishment of the
city itself. During the 1950s, when Chandigarh was being developed as India’s first
modern planned city, the primary means of public communication and information
dissemination included handmade posters, wall writings, signboards, and public notice
boards. At that time, most posters were created entirely by hand by artists. Traditional
materials and techniques such as brushes, poster colours, oil paints, enamel paints,
stencils, and screen printing were widely used in poster production. Each poster
reflected the artist’s individual style and clearly exhibited the influence of the local
cultural environment.

Between the 1960s and the 1980s, the expansion of the cinema industry gave poster
art a new identity. Large-scale handmade posters and banners were produced for
cinemas, cultural events, and public programmes throughout Chandigarh. During
this period, an artist’s reputation was largely determined by drawing skills, knowledge
of colour, and the ability to execute paintings on a large scale. Every poster was regarded
as an original work of art that clearly demonstrated the artist’s creativity, technical
skill, and craftsmanship.

The 1990s marked the beginning of a major transformation in poster production
with the introduction of computer technology. Software applications such as
CorelDRAW, Adobe Photoshop, and Adobe Illustrator simplified the design process,
making it faster, more efficient, and highly precise. Gradually, advertising agencies,
printing presses, and educational institutions adopted digital technologies. This
technological shift enabled the mass production of posters while making the processes
of editing, reproduction, and distribution significantly easier and more efficient.

In the twenty-first century, the rapid advancement of the Internet, social media,
and digital printing technologies has completely transformed poster art. Today, posters
are no longer confined to printed materials displayed on walls; they are widely used
across websites, mobile applications, LED screens, digital billboards, and social media
platforms. Despite these technological advancements, many artists in Chandigarh
continue to preserve handmade poster art as an important medium of cultural heritage
and creative expression. The coexistence of traditional handmade techniques and
contemporary digital practices remains one of the most distinctive characteristics of
Chandigarh’s visual culture.

Handmade Poster Art in Chandigarh: Nature, Development, and Artistic Foundations

Handmade (manual) poster art is one of the oldest and most influential forms of
visual communication. It is not merely a medium for conveying information or messages
but also a direct expression of an artist’s creativity, technical expertise, and cultural
consciousness. Before the advent of digital technologies, the entire process of poster
production was carried out manually by artists. Consequently, each poster possessed
a unique identity, originality, and emotional expression. In Chandigarh, handmade
poster art played a significant role in the city’s cultural development, commercial
advertising, educational activities, and social awareness campaigns. During the early
decades, hand-painted posters were widely used for cinema advertisements, political
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campaigns, government publicity programmes, cultural festivals, and various public
events. Through these posters, artists not only communicated visual information but
also influenced viewers’ emotions by effectively employing colours, lines, forms, and
symbols.

The development of handmade poster art in Chandigarh was the result of the
collective contributions of local artists, sign painters, art institutions, and craftsmen
associated with the printing industry. In particular, the Government College of Art,
Chandigarh, played a vital role in producing professionally trained artists who
contributed to the advancement of both traditional painting practices and modern
graphic design. Their creative approach reflected a harmonious integration of Indian
artistic traditions, modern design principles, and commercial requirements. As a result,
handmade posters evolved beyond being mere promotional materials and became an
integral part of Chandigarh’s visual culture.

Mediums of Manual Poster Art

The materials and mediums used in handmade poster production play a crucial
role in determining the quality, durability, and visual impact of a poster. In Chandigarh,
traditional poster artists selected their materials according to locally available resources
and commercial requirements. Each medium possesses distinct physical characteristics,
practical applications, and aesthetic qualities, enabling artists to choose the most
appropriate material for a specific purpose.

Paper-based materials have traditionally been the most widely used mediums in
poster production. Chart paper, cartridge paper, Bristol board, handmade paper, and
art paper were commonly employed for different types of posters. For large-scale
advertising posters and exhibition displays, thicker paper or canvas cloth was preferred
to ensure greater durability and longevity. In addition, wooden boards and tin sheets
were also used for creating hand-painted posters and signboards.

Among colouring mediums, poster colours, watercolours, acrylic paints, oil paints,
and tempera colours were the most commonly used. Poster colours were particularly
popular for commercial posters because of their bright appearance and uniform colour
finish. Acrylic paints offered greater durability and were capable of withstanding
outdoor environmental conditions for extended periods. Enamel paints were extensively
used for large cinema hoardings and outdoor advertising boards due to their excellent
resistance to sunlight, rain, and other weather conditions. Indian ink and drawing ink
were primarily employed for line work, outlining, and typography.

For drawing and preliminary sketching, artists used a variety of pencils (HB, 2B,
4B, and 6B), charcoal, chalk, and technical pens. The initial composition was generally
prepared in pencil, after which colours and brushes were used to complete the final
artwork. Brushes of different sizes and qualities were selected according to the artist’s
working style and the specific requirements of the design. Fine brushes were used for
intricate details, while broader brushes were employed for colouring large areas.

The selection of these materials was determined not only by their availability but
also by the nature of the design, the intended duration of use, the location where the
poster would be displayed, and the desired visual impact. Consequently, the choice of
medium was regarded as an important artistic decision in the creation of handmade
poster art, significantly influencing both its functional effectiveness and aesthetic
appeal.

Techniques of Manual Poster Art

The creation of a handmade poster is a systematic and labour-intensive process
that requires the artist to progress through several technical stages, from the initial
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concept to the final presentation. The first stage is concept development, during which
the artist carefully analyses the purpose of the poster, the target audience, and the
message to be communicated. This is followed by the preparation of small thumbnail
sketches, which allow the artist to explore and evaluate different layouts, compositions,
and visual arrangements before selecting the most effective design.

In the next stage, the selected sketch is transferred to a larger surface. This is
generally accomplished using the grid method, tracing, or freehand drawing. Once
the composition has been enlarged, a detailed line drawing of the principal forms is
prepared. After completing the drawing, an appropriate colour scheme is planned
according to the nature of the subject, the intended emotional impact, and the overall
visual balance. The painting process then proceeds systematically with the application
of the background, primary figures, supporting illustrations, typography, and other
design elements, followed by the addition of final details.

Hand lettering is one of the most distinctive characteristics of handmade poster
art. Each letter is individually drawn by the artist, giving every poster a unique
typographic identity. This personalized style enhances the originality of the design
and distinguishes one artist’s work from another. In the final stage, outlining,
highlighting, shading, and finishing techniques are applied to refine the composition
and achieve a polished visual appearance.

The entire process depends upon the artist’s technical proficiency, patience,
creativity, and practical experience. For this reason, handmade poster production is
regarded not merely as a technical procedure but as a complete artistic creation that
reflects the individual vision and craftsmanship of the artist.

Relationship Between Applied Art and Handmade Poster Art

Applied Art aims to integrate artistic expression with everyday life, industry,
education, communication, and commerce. Poster art is one of the most significant
branches of Applied Art because it combines aesthetic appeal with functional purpose.
The tradition of handmade poster art in Chandigarh serves as an excellent example of
this principle, demonstrating how artistic creativity can effectively support visual
communication.

In Applied Art, the artist’s role extends beyond creating visually attractive images;
it involves providing effective visual solutions to communication challenges. Whether
designing a poster for a social awareness campaign, an invitation for an educational
programme, a commercial advertisement, or the promotion of a cultural event, the
primary objective is to communicate specific information clearly and effectively to the
intended audience. Therefore, a poster artist must possess knowledge of psychology,
visual communication, colour theory, typography, composition, and audience behaviour
in addition to artistic skills.

Applied Art education in Chandigarh has equipped students with training in
traditional drawing and painting alongside professional disciplines such as commercial
design, lettering, packaging, advertising, and visual communication. As a result, artists
from Chandigarh have evolved beyond the role of conventional painters to become
skilled visual communication professionals. Consequently, handmade poster art has
made significant contributions to education, public administration, industry, and
cultural activities throughout the city.

Design Principles of Handmade Poster Art

The creation of an effective poster involves much more than simply producing an
illustration; it is guided by a number of fundamental design principles that enhance
both its visual appeal and communicative effectiveness. In handmade poster art,
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principles such as balance, unity, rhythm, contrast, proportion, focal point, visual
hierarchy, and negative space play a vital role in achieving a successful composition.

Balance provides stability and harmony to all the visual elements within a poster.
If the arrangement of images, text, and colours is not properly balanced, the viewer’s
attention may become distracted, reducing the effectiveness of the message. Similarly,
contrast emphasizes important information through the strategic use of differences in
colour, size, shape, and visual intensity. Visual hierarchy guides the viewer’s eye in a
logical sequence, directing attention first to the headline, then to the main image, and
finally to the supporting information. In handmade posters, this hierarchy is achieved
through the artist’s experience, creative judgment, and intuitive understanding of
composition.

Typography is another essential component of handmade poster design. Hand-
lettered text gives each poster a distinctive identity and reflects the individual style of
the artist, making every design unique. The selection of an appropriate colour scheme
is equally important and is determined by the nature of the message being
communicated. For example, red and black are commonly used in social awareness
campaigns to convey urgency, caution, and seriousness, whereas bright and vibrant
colours are preferred for cultural events to create a festive, energetic, and celebratory
atmosphere. Through the thoughtful application of these design principles, handmade
poster art effectively combines artistic expression with clear and impactful visual
communication.

Cultural and Artistic Significance of Handmade Poster Art

Handmade poster art is not merely a medium of visual communication; it is also an
integral part of a society’s collective memory. Every handmade poster reflects the
artist’s personal experiences, local traditions, and regional aesthetic sensibilities. In
Chandigarh, numerous handmade posters have become valuable visual records of local
festivals, cultural events, theatre performances, literary programmes, and social
movements. These posters provide important insights into the cultural values, political
circumstances, and artistic trends of the local community, making them significant
historical and cultural documents.

Despite the growing influence of digital technologies, handmade poster art continues
to be highly valued for its originality, authenticity, and human touch. Every
brushstroke, hand-lettered character, and variation in colour expresses the individual
1dentity and creative vision of the artist. It is this unique quality that distinguishes
handmade posters from digitally produced designs. In recent years, handmade poster
art has regained prominence through art exhibitions, cultural events, and design
institutions, demonstrating that traditional artistic practices remain relevant even in
the age of advanced digital technology. The continued appreciation of handmade poster
art highlights its enduring cultural significance and its important role in preserving
artistic heritage while inspiring contemporary visual communication.

Emergence and Development of Digital Poster Art

The twenty-first century is widely recognized as the era of information and
communication technology. During this period, computers, the Internet, digital
graphics, and advanced printing technologies have fundamentally transformed the
entire process of visual communication. Poster art, which was once based entirely on
manual production techniques, is now predominantly created using digital design
technologies. The evolution of digital poster art is not merely the result of technological
advancement; it is also a consequence of globalization, the information revolution,
Internet-based communication, and the emerging demands of commercial competition.
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Chandigarh, a major centre for education, information technology, and the design
industry, provides a significant example of this transformation.

In its initial stages, computer-aided design was primarily limited to typesetting
and simple layout creation. During the 1990s, the introduction of software such as
CorelDRAW and Adobe Photoshop revolutionized the practice of graphic design by
making the design process more efficient and versatile. Subsequently, applications
including Adobe Illustrator, Adobe InDesign, Canva, Figma, and other digital design
platforms further enhanced the production of high-quality posters within a significantly
shorter time. As a result, poster production became faster, more flexible, more precise,
and more cost-effective. Today, digital posters are no longer confined to printed formats;
they are extensively used across social media platforms, websites, mobile applications,
LED displays, and digital billboards.

In Chandigarh, educational institutions, private advertising agencies, government
departments, and independent design studios have widely adopted digital technologies.
This transition has significantly improved the professional quality of poster design,
colour accuracy, typographic precision, and production efficiency. Digital tools have
enabled designers to perform unlimited editing, develop multiple design alternatives,
and share their work on a global scale. Consequently, digital poster art has transformed
visual communication from a locally focused practice into a powerful medium of global
communication.

Mediums and Software Used in Digital Poster Design

Digital poster art is fundamentally based on modern computer technology and
specialized design software. These tools have transformed almost every stage of the
traditional poster-making process into a digital workflow. Today, designers utilize
high-performance computers, graphic tablets, digital cameras, scanners, and colour
management systems to produce high-quality visual designs with greater precision
and efficiency. Adobe Photoshop is primarily used for photo editing, image
manipulation, and digital painting. It enables designers to control lighting, shadows,
colour balance, photo retouching, and a wide range of visual effects with exceptional
precision. Owing to its advanced editing capabilities, Photoshop is extensively used in
the creation of advertising posters, film posters, promotional materials, and other
forms of visual communication. Adobe Illustrator is a vector-based graphic design
application that is particularly suitable for creating logos, icons, typography, and large-
format posters. The primary advantage of vector graphics is that they can be scaled to
any size without any loss of image quality. Consequently, Illustrator occupies a
significant position in professional poster design and commercial graphic production.

Corel DRAW has long been one of the most widely used graphic design software
applications in the Indian printing industry. It has been extensively employed for
designing flex banners, posters, visiting cards, brochures, and other printed promotional
materials. Many printing presses and graphic design studios in Chandigarh continue
to use Core]l DRAW because of its versatility and compatibility with commercial printing
processes. In recent years, cloud-based design platforms such as Canva, Figma, and
Adobe Express have further simplified the design process. These platforms enable
individuals with limited technical knowledge to create visually appealing posters
through user-friendly interfaces, templates, and collaborative design tools. As a result,
the democratization of design has taken place, making poster creation accessible to a
much wider audience rather than being confined solely to professional designers and
artists.

Step-by-Step Process of Digital Poster Design
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Digital poster design is a systematic and technologically controlled process. Although
the designer’s creativity remains equally important, the workflow differs significantly
from that of handmade poster production. The process begins with the study of the
project brief, which defines the poster’s purpose, target audience, message, dimensions,
medium, and mode of publication. This is followed by the collection of reference
materials, including images, photographs, logos, colour schemes, and typographic styles
that support the overall design concept.

The next stage involves developing the layout, in which the visual hierarchy, balance,
composition, and focal point are carefully planned. After establishing the layout, an
appropriate colour scheme is developed. In digital design, the correct selection of RGB
and CMYK colour systems is of critical importance, as different colour profiles are
required for screen display and print production. Subsequently, image editing,
background creation, visual effects, typography, and the integration of various graphic
elements are carried out to produce a cohesive and visually effective design.

Once the design is completed, it undergoes a comprehensive technical evaluation.
This stage includes checking the image resolution, bleed area, margins, colour profile,
font embedding, and file format to ensure compatibility with professional printing
standards. Finally, the completed design is exported in a print-ready format such as
PDF, TIFF, or other suitable file formats before being sent for digital printing or
online publication. One of the greatest advantages of digital poster design is that
modifications and corrections can be made at any stage of the production process,
making it highly flexible, efficient, and adaptable to changing requirements.

Digital Printing Technology and Production System

Modern printing technologies have played a significant role in the development of
digital poster art. In the past, offset printing and screen printing were the primary
methods used for poster production; however, in the present era, digital printing has
made the production process faster, more flexible, and more cost-effective. Digital
printers directly transfer digital files received from computers onto the printing surface,
eliminating the need for plate preparation, manual settings, and various intermediate
production stages.

Large Format Inkjet Printers are widely used for producing large-scale posters,
flex banners, vinyl prints, backlit media, and canvas prints. These machines are capable
of producing high-resolution and visually accurate posters within a short period of
time. For smaller print requirements, laser printers and high-quality photo printers
are considered highly effective and suitable.

The most important feature of digital printing is its flexibility. Any design can be
modified or updated until the final stage of production, and each print can be produced
with customized content or variations. This capability has made the creation of
personalized posters possible and has expanded the scope of digital poster design.
Thus, digital printing technology has transformed poster production by providing
greater efficiency, creative freedom, and adaptability according to contemporary
communication needs.

Visual Characteristics of Digital Poster Art

The most significant characteristic of digital poster art is its technical precision. It
enables the creation of highly detailed visuals, uniform colour distribution, high-quality
typography, and effective visual compositions. Modern design software allows designers
to incorporate advanced features such as three-dimensional effects (3D effects), lighting
effects, photo manipulation, transparency, gradients, and various special visual effects
with great ease and accuracy.
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In digital posters, visual balance is controlled through systematic and scientific
design principles. The use of grid systems, the golden ratio, modular layouts, and
contemporary typographic principles helps create designs that are more organized,
harmonious, and visually effective. Furthermore, digital technology allows designers
to create multiple versions of the same design easily for different platforms, including
social media, websites, digital displays, and printed media. This adaptability makes
digital poster art a highly efficient and versatile medium of contemporary visual
communication.

Social and Commercial Impact of Digital Poster Art

Digital poster art has significantly accelerated the process of visual communication
in contemporary society. Today, the promotion of any social campaign, educational
programme, government scheme, or commercial product can be carried out and
disseminated globally within a very short period of time. Social media platforms such
as Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and X have transformed poster art from a static
medium into a dynamic system of communication. From a commercial perspective,
the digital poster industry has generated extensive employment opportunities in the
fields of graphic design, digital marketing, branding, advertising, and multimedia
industries. In Chandigarh, numerous design studios, advertising agencies, and printing
organizations are making significant contributions to the local economy through digital
poster production and related creative services. Furthermore, the expansion of graphic
design and digital media education in academic institutions has equipped the new
generation of artists and designers with the skills required to compete in the global
creative industry.

Limitations and Challenges of Digital Poster Art

Although digital poster art offers numerous advantages and conveniences, it also
faces several significant challenges. Excessive dependence on ready-made templates
and pre-designed resources may result in visual similarities among different designs,
which can negatively affect originality and creative uniqueness. Similarly, the
increasing use of Artificial Intelligence (Al)-based design tools has introduced new
concerns related to creativity, copyright, authorship, and intellectual property rights.

Furthermore, excessive reliance on digital mediums has contributed to the gradual
decline of traditional artistic skills such as brush control, hand lettering, and direct
drawing techniques. As a result, one of the major challenges faced by contemporary
art education is to establish a balanced relationship between traditional artistic training
and modern digital technologies. Maintaining this balance is essential to preserve
fundamental creative skills while enabling artists to effectively utilize the possibilities
offered by digital innovation.

Comparative Analysis of Manual and Digital Poster Art

The evolution of poster art is not merely a story of technological transformation; it
1s also a reflection of the continuous changes occurring in human society, visual culture,
communication systems, and artistic expression. The coexistence of handmade and
digital poster art in Chandigarh demonstrates that the emergence of new technologies
does not completely eliminate earlier artistic traditions; rather, it transforms their
forms, functions, and applications. Therefore, a comparative study of both mediums
should not be limited only to technological differences but should also include a
comprehensive analysis of their cultural, social, economic, educational, and aesthetic
dimensions.

Handmade poster art is the outcome of an artist’s personal sensitivity, experience,
1imagination, and direct physical involvement. Every line, brushstroke, and application
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of colour represents the artist’s unique creative expression. In contrast, digital poster
art 1s based on computer technologies, specialized software, and modern printing
systems, where precision, speed, flexibility, and reproducibility are the primary
characteristics. Although both mediums serve the common purpose of visual
communication, significant differences can be observed in their working methods,
production processes, and the experiences they create for viewers.

Technical Comparison

From a technical perspective, handmade poster production is a labour-intensive
and time-consuming process. The artist is required to personally complete every stage,
including preliminary sketching, colour application, lettering, finishing, and final
presentation. Any correction or modification in the artwork requires considerable time
and additional effort. In contrast, digital poster production is controlled through
computer-based software, where designs can be modified and refined numerous times.
Features such as Undo, Layers, Smart Objects, and Vector Editing make the digital
design process highly flexible and efficient.

Digital technologies have enabled greater accuracy in colour reproduction,
typography, and high-quality printing. However, the human touch and organic textures
achieved through handmade posters have still not been completely replicated by digital
mediums. The natural variations, personal expressions, and tactile qualities present
in manual artworks continue to hold a unique artistic value. This is why many
professional designers and contemporary artists still incorporate handmade sketches,
brush strokes, and traditional textures into their digital designs to retain a sense of
originality and authenticity.

Aesthetic Comparison

From an aesthetic perspective, handmade and digital poster art provide two distinct
visual experiences. In handmade posters, the artist’s individual style is clearly visible.
The movement of the brush, layers of colour, hand-drawn lettering, and natural
variations in lines make each poster unique. The viewer not only observes the final
image but also experiences the creative process and artistic effort behind its creation.
Therefore, handmade poster art often possesses a stronger sense of originality,
authenticity, and emotional expression.

In contrast, digital poster art emphasizes visual clarity, uniformity, and technical
refinement. Digital mediums allow artists to create complex visual effects, three-
dimensional compositions, photo-realistic images, and contemporary typographic
arrangements with great ease. This makes digital posters highly effective for
commercial advertising, branding, and corporate communication. However, excessive
dependence on template-based designs may sometimes limit individual creativity and
reduce the uniqueness of visual expression.

Cultural and Social Comparison

Handmade poster art serves as an important document of the cultural memory and
local identity of a region. In Chandigarh, many handmade posters created for local
festivals, theatre performances, literary events, and social movements continue to
exist as historical evidence of the city’s cultural activities. These posters clearly reflect
the influence of local languages, folk symbols, traditional colour schemes, and regional
aesthetic values. Thus, they are not merely promotional materials but also represent
an integral part of cultural heritage.

Digital poster art represents the contemporary global visual culture. Through the
Internet and social media platforms, any design can be shared and accessed worldwide,
leading to the expansion of cultural exchange and communication. However, this global

Volume: 2, Issue: 1, January-February 2026 82



International Journal of Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Commerce

accessibility has also created concerns regarding the weakening of local artistic
identities. Many digital designs are increasingly influenced by international trends,
resulting in similar visual languages and reduced regional uniqueness. Therefore, in
the present era, it has become essential to incorporate local cultural elements into
digital poster design to preserve diversity and maintain a balance between global
communication and regional identity.

Economic and Commercial Analysis

From an economic perspective, digital poster production has proven to be highly
advantageous. Once a digital design is created, unlimited copies can be produced at a
minimal cost. Any modifications or updates in the design can be made without the
need to recreate the entire poster. This system saves both time and financial resources,
making it highly effective for large-scale advertising campaigns, educational purposes,
government schemes, and corporate promotions.

In contrast, each handmade poster is considered an individual work of art. If multiple
copies are required, each poster must be reproduced separately or produced through
techniques such as screen printing. Therefore, handmade poster production is
comparatively more expensive and time-consuming for large-scale applications.
However, handmade posters hold greater economic and artistic value in limited editions,
art exhibitions, and specialized cultural events, where their uniqueness, craftsmanship,
and originality enhance their significance.

Educational and Training-Based Analysis

Art institutions in Chandigarh provide education and training in both traditional
and digital practices. Handmade art training helps students develop essential skills
such as drawing, colour theory, composition, observation abilities, and artistic
discipline. This foundation plays a crucial role in developing an artist’s creative vision,
without which even effective digital design cannot be achieved.

On the other hand, digital education introduces students to modern software,
typography, branding, user interface design, digital publishing, and printing
technologies. Considering the requirements of the contemporary creative industry, a
balanced integration of both traditional and digital education has become highly
essential. If an artist relies only on digital software, their creative abilities and
conceptual understanding may become limited, whereas traditional training alone
may not fully meet the demands of the modern design industry. Therefore, the
combination of manual skills and digital expertise is necessary for developing versatile
and professionally competent designers.

Contemporary Transformations and Hybrid Poster Art

In the present era, poster art is no longer limited to either completely handmade or
entirely digital approaches. Most professional artists have adopted a hybrid working
methodology, in which the initial sketch is created manually and then scanned and
further developed through digital techniques. This process allows artists to combine
the originality and expressive qualities of handmade drawing with the accuracy,
flexibility, and efficiency offered by digital technology.

In Chandigarh, many graphic designers and art institutions have also started
adopting this integrated approach. For example, artists may first create artworks
using traditional mediums such as watercolour, ink, or acrylic paints, and then digitally
edit them to enhance typography, colour correction, composition, and prepare them
for professional printing. In this way, the combination of tradition and modern
technology strengthens the effectiveness, creativity, and quality of contemporary visual
communication.
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Future Prospects

In the future, poster art will be increasingly influenced by emerging technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), Augmented Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR),
interactive design, and dynamic digital media. Instead of conventional static posters,
Iinteractive posters are likely to become more prevalent, incorporating features such
as QR codes, animations, videos, and digital user engagement. However, despite
continuous technological advancements, the importance of an artist’s creative thinking,
visual sensitivity, and cultural understanding will continue to remain significant.

For a culturally and educationally important city like Chandigarh, it will be essential
to provide equal importance to traditional drawing practices, handmade poster creation,
and digital design education. This balanced approach will help develop a new generation
of artists who possess not only technological expertise but also cultural awareness
and original creative abilities.

Basis

Manual Poster Art

Digital Poster Art

Production

Process

Handmade

Computer-based

Time Required

More time-consuming

Less time-consuming

Modification

Difficult

Extremely easy

Cost

Comparatively higher

Lower for large-scale production

Originality

Highly original

Depends on the designer’s creativity

Reproduction

Limited

Unlimited

Colour Control

Based on artistic

experience

Scientific and precise

Typography

Hand-lettered

Based on digital fonts

Cultural

Expression

Local and personal

Global and commercial

Applications

|Art, exhibitions, cultural

events

Advertising, social media, branding, digital

communication

Discussion

The present study reveals that the development of poster art in Chandigarh is not
merely a process of technological transformation but a combined outcome of social,
cultural, educational, and economic changes. Manual poster art established the
foundation of visual communication during the early decades, while digital technologies
have provided a contemporary form to this artistic tradition. The study further indicates
that the fundamental objective of poster art—effective, attractive, and rapid
communication of information—has remained constant over time, while the methods
and tools of visual expression have continuously evolved.

In a planned city like Chandigarh, the development of poster art is deeply connected
with the city’s architectural vision, educational institutions, and cultural activities.
Artists in the region have created a distinctive visual culture by adopting both
traditional handmade techniques and modern digital mediums. The study also
demonstrates that while handmade poster art strongly expresses the artist’s originality,
emotional sensitivity, and cultural identity, digital poster art has become an essential
requirement of contemporary communication due to its rapid production, high quality,
global accessibility, and commercial effectiveness.

The research further suggests that, in the present era, both mediums should not be
viewed as competitors but rather as complementary approaches. The hybrid
methodology, which combines handmade drawing techniques with digital editing
processes, has emerged as one of the most influential trends in modern graphic design.
This approach preserves the artist’s original creative expression while simultaneously
providing the advantages of technological speed, flexibility, and precision.

Major Research Findings
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Based on the analysis conducted in the present study, the following major findings
have been identified:

1. Manual poster art is an important component of Chandigarh’s visual cultural
heritage.

The study reveals that handmade poster art in Chandigarh has made a significant
contribution to the city’s social, cultural, and educational development. During the
early decades, handmade posters served as the primary medium for public information,
cultural events, cinema promotions, government campaigns, and educational activities.
Therefore, these posters are not merely means of communication but also valuable
historical and cultural documents.

2. Digital technologies have fundamentally transformed the process of poster
production.

Digital design software, computer technology, and modern printing systems have
made poster production faster, more accurate, and more economical. The facilities of
design modification, reproduction, and multiple forms of publication have established
digital poster art as a major medium of contemporary commercial communication.

3. Both mediums possess their own distinctive artistic and technical characteristics.

Handmade posters are unique because of their originality, human touch, cultural
1dentity, and artistic expression, whereas digital posters are highly effective due to
their technical precision, speed, reproducibility, and global accessibility. Therefore,
the effectiveness and relevance of both mediums depend upon their purpose, application,
and context.

4. A balanced integration of both mediums is essential in art education.

The study demonstrates that knowledge of digital software alone is not sufficient
for becoming an effective graphic designer. Fundamental artistic principles such as
drawing, colour theory, composition, typography, and visual balance can be developed
more effectively through handmade artistic training. Therefore, art education requires
the inclusion of both traditional and digital training systems.

5. The future of poster art will be based on a hybrid model.

The study of contemporary design trends indicates that most professional artists in
the future will prefer an integrated approach combining handmade and digital
techniques. This approach will help establish a balance between originality,
technological quality, and commercial effectiveness in poster design.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the present study, the following recommendations are
proposed:

A systematic documentation of Chandigarh’s traditional handmade poster art should
be carried out so that this cultural heritage can be preserved for future researchers
and generations.

An integrated curriculum combining both handmade and digital poster art should
be developed at the Government College of Art, Chandigarh, and other art institutions,
enabling students to receive practical training in both mediums.

The oral histories of local artists, sign painters, and traditional poster makers should
be collected and preserved, as their experiences serve as valuable sources for
understanding the history and development of poster art.

Digital design education should give greater importance to Indian visual culture,
folk art traditions, and regional typography so that local cultural identity can be
preserved amidst the influence of globalization.
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National and international-level exhibitions, workshops, and seminars on poster
art should be organized to encourage knowledge exchange among artists, researchers,
designers, and students.

Special research on hybrid poster art should be encouraged, as it has the potential
to become an important foundation for the future of visual communication systems.

Ethical and copyright-related guidelines should be developed for the use of Artificial
Intelligence (Al)-based design tools to ensure the protection of artists’ intellectual
property rights and creative contributions.

Scope for Future Research

In the future, extensive research can be conducted on the following topics:

A comparative study of public art and poster culture in the Chandigarh Tricity
region. A critical analysis of Artificial Intelligence (Al)-based poster design and its
impact on contemporary graphic design practices. A visual communication study of
digital posters and social media advertising. An investigation into the influence of
Indian regional language typography on poster design. Research on sustainable printing
practices and green graphic design approaches. The development and study of
interactive, motion-based, and augmented reality posters.

Conclusion

The comprehensive analysis of the present research establishes that the development
of manual and digital poster art in Chandigarh represents an excellent example of the
creative integration of tradition and modernity. Handmade poster art provided a strong
foundation for the city’s visual culture, cultural consciousness, and artistic traditions,
whereas digital technologies have transformed poster art into a more competitive,
effective, and globally accessible medium of communication. The comparative study of
both mediums clearly indicates that neither medium can be considered a replacement
for the other; rather, their significance and application are determined according to
their purpose, context, and target audience. The study further demonstrates that
handmade poster art is a powerful medium of personal expression, cultural identity,
and aesthetic originality for artists. On the other hand, digital poster art is highly
effective in terms of speed, technical quality, reproducibility, and global communication.
The true strength of contemporary graphic design lies in the balanced integration of
these two approaches. The study of poster art in Chandigarh also highlights that art
education, design industries, and cultural institutions should provide equal importance
to both traditional and digital techniques. This approach will enable artists to become
not only technically proficient but also connected with their cultural roots and creative
originality. In the future, emerging technologies such as Artificial Intelligence,
Augmented Reality, interactive media, and digital publishing will introduce new
dimensions to poster art; however, the artist’s creative vision, aesthetic understanding,
and human sensitivity will always remain the fundamental essence of this art form.
Therefore, it can be concluded that the comparative study of manual and digital poster
art in Chandigarh not only contributes to the understanding of regional visual culture
but also provides a significant research foundation for studying the development of
contemporary applied art, graphic design, and visual communication.
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